DGfS + GLOW summer school, Stuttgart 2006

Course title: Formal approaches to language change
Instructor: Thérhallur (*Tolli’) Eythorsson (tolli@hi.is)
Credits: 6

Requirements for credits: A short essay containing a formal analysis of a selected
problem in historical linguistics (‘the language change of your choice’)

Aims: To introduce and examine critically current formal approaches to language change,
focusing on the “cue-based” approach to language acquisiton, variation and change
(Lightfoot 1999, 2006)

Syllabus (preliminary):

Session Date Topic
1 Tue 15.8. Introduction: Interaction of I- and E-language
2 Thur 17.8. Traditional historical linguistics
3 Sat 19.8. I-language and UG
4 Tue 22.8. What is a “‘cue’ (and what isn’t)?
5 Thur 24.8. Cuing new grammars
6 Sat 26.8. Use and variation of grammars
7 Tue 29.8. How new grammars ‘erupt’
8 Thur  31.8. Consequences. Alternatives?
Main reading:

Lightfoot, David. 2006. How new languages emerge. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.

Selected additional reading:

Andersen, Henning. 2001. Actualization and the (uni)directionality of change. In
Henning Andersen, ed., Actualization: linguistic change in progress, pp. 225-248.
Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Brinton, Laurel & Elizabeth Closs Traugott. 2005. Lexicalization and language change.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Clark, Robin & lan Roberts. 1993. A computational model of language learnability and
language change. Linguistic Inquiry 24:299-345.

Gelderen, Elly van. 2004. Grammaticalization as Economy. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Hale, Mark. 1998. Diachronic syntax. Syntax 1:1-18.

Haspelmath, Martin. 2004. On directionality in language change with particular reference
to grammaticalization. In Olga Fischer, Muriel Norde & Harry Perridon, eds. Up and
down the cline — The nature of grammaticalization, pp. 17-44. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins.
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Chicago, IL: Chicago Linguistic Society.
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Oxford: Blackwell.
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language change, pp. 7-17. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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