
DGfS + GLOW summer school, Stuttgart 2006 
 
Course title: Formal approaches to language change 
 
Instructor: Thórhallur (‘Tolli’) Eythórsson (tolli@hi.is) 
 
Credits: 6 
 
Requirements for credits: A short essay containing a formal analysis of a selected 
problem in historical linguistics (‘the language change of your choice’) 
 
Aims: To introduce and examine critically current formal approaches to language change, 
focusing on the “cue-based” approach to language acquisiton, variation and change 
(Lightfoot 1999, 2006) 
 
Syllabus (preliminary): 
 
Session Date  Topic 

1 Tue 15.8.  Introduction: Interaction of I- and E-language 
2 Thur 17.8.  Traditional historical linguistics 
3 Sat 19.8.  I-language and UG 
4 Tue  22.8.  What is a ‘cue’ (and what isn’t)? 
5 Thur 24.8.  Cuing new grammars 
6 Sat 26.8.  Use and variation of grammars 
7 Tue 29.8.  How new grammars ‘erupt’ 
8 Thur 31.8.  Consequences. Alternatives? 

 
 
Main reading: 
Lightfoot, David. 2006. How new languages emerge. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
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Benjamins. 
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